Immigrant Inclusion in Health Care Reform - Calls needed to support Amendment vote on removing the 5 year bar for legal immigrants to access Medicaid
Under the Senate health care reform plan, legal immigrants are required to have health insurance, but must wait five years before they can access insurance programs like Medicaid. On Monday, 12/7/09, Senator Menendez (D-NJ) introduced Senate Amendment 2991 that would enable states to eliminate the five-year waiting period in Medicaid for legal immigrants.  This amendment would make a significant impact toward removing barriers to health care. Votes could come in the next couple of days. We need you to take a few minutes to make a positive impact in the debate by calling our Senators and urging them to support the Menendez amendment. 

Please call the staff people listed below in the offices of Senator Specter and Senator Casey tonight and tomorrow morning. Ask them to:

· Support lifting the five year bar (waiting period) before which legal immigrants become eligible for federally funded Medicaid.

In addition, ask them to 

· Oppose any efforts to prevent legal immigrants from purchasing subsidized coverage through the Exchange

· Oppose any immigration-related restrictions on individuals seeking to purchase unsubsidized coverage through the Exchange 

· Oppose efforts to saddle businesses with new immigration verification requirements that would deter them from covering workers through the Exchange

Senator Specter - Staff person John Meyers (202) 224-4254
Senator Casey  - Staff person Sarah Mabry (202) 224-6324
