Sample letter to the editor focusing on We Can’t Afford it/ Leave it to the Federal Government arguments:

Getting Pennsylvania tangled up in immigration is a bad-idea, but it is exactly what many in Harrisburg are trying to do.  Rep. Daryl Metcalf has put forward a package of 15 bills that mirror the worst of the Arizona-style anti-immigrant laws that have been passed in recent years.  These bills will cost our millions while doing nothing to tackle the actual problems we are facing.  We must tell our Representatives in Harrisburg: Stay Away From Immigration!

Similar anti-immigrant bills have passed in Arizona, Alabama, and Georgia.  They have led to costly lawsuits the states, crops rotting in fields with no one to pick them, and even the arrest of a German executive from Mercedes-Benz.  In Arizona, over $253 million economic output has been lost because of SB 1070.  In Georgia, $300 million in unpicked crops were lost in 2011 when immigrant workers left the state after the passage of similar anti-immigrant laws this summer.  In Alabama, children are afraid to go to school because they fear deportation while at the DMV, the Water Department, and other state agencies, clerks now have to check the immigration status of everyone seeking services leading to lines down the block for what used to be routine services.  Arizona, Alabama, and Georgia have all lost tourism and large foreign business investments because of their anti-immigrant laws.

Why would Pennsylvania want to wade into this mess?  Immigration is a nationwide issue. Rather than pass measures that will hurt Pennsylvania and send business to our neighboring states, we need to push the federal government to pass comprehensive immigration reform.  Tell Harrisburg: Stay Away From Immigration!  Call your state and federal representatives and tell them that only the federal government should be working on immigration and that we need reform now!

