Sample letter to the editor focusing on Local Agriculture/Economic arguments:

Pennsylvania has entered dangerous territory: following the lead of Alabama, Arizona, and Georgia in introducing very harsh anti-immigrant legislation.  These bills will do nothing but undermine Pennsylvania’s economy at a time when we need all of the support we can get. 

As a resident of [insert county] County, I know first-hand how important agriculture is to Pennsylvania.  I also know how important immigrants are to agriculture.  By passing Arizona-style anti-immigrant laws, we will also get ourselves into an Arizona-style anti-immigrant mess: we will lose workers as immigrants find that Pennsylvania is not a welcoming state; we will lose taxpayers, as immigrants who pay hundreds of millions in state and local taxes leave; we will lose businesses who are too scared to be sued for hiring the wrong person; and we will waste taxpayer resources by having our police handle immigration problems that are best left to the federal government.  Our agricultural economy cannot afford to lose our workers and lose our tax-base. 

I am tired of our state representatives trying to score national political points by focusing on hot-button issues.  Our state representatives in Harrisburg should be focused on improving Pennsylvania for everyone that lives here, not impressing their national buddies by seeing who can pass the harshest anti-immigrant law.  Pennsylvania needs to focus on measures that support business and welcome immigrant workers into the Commonwealth.  We need to focus on school funding and environmental problems.  As voters, we need to tell our representatives to represent us: stop playing games with Pennsylvania’s economic future and drop the anti-immigrant measures. 

