Sample letter to the editor focusing on General Social and Economic arguments:

This fall and winter, our state representatives in Harrisburg are taking up a package of anti-immigrant measures.  This package contains fifteen Arizona style anti-immigrant bills that would undermine Pennsylvania’s reputation as a welcoming state and economic well-being. 

We have seen the effects of similar bills in other states: Arizona has lost an estimated $253 million in economic output because of SB 1070.  In Georgia, $300 million was lost in unpicked crops alone when immigrant workers left the state after the passage of a similar measure this summer. In Alabama, a German executive from Mercedes-Benz was arrested for a minor traffic offense because of their harsh new laws, leading many former supporters to talk about repeal of the anti-immigrant laws.  Who knows what kind of social and economic havoc these proposals would reap on Pennsylvania’s economy?

We should welcome immigrants just as our families were once welcomed to this country.  Immigrants make positive contributions to our towns and economy.  We should support them rather than advancing ill-conceived measures that harm our public safety, deny citizens critical government services, and cost businesses, municipalities, and the state enormous quantities of money.  These bills are a dangerous and costly distraction at a time when our State Legislature should be focused on growing, not sabotaging, Pennsylvania’s economy. I ask our representatives in the General Assembly and the State Senate to turn their attention away from these anti-immigrant measures and to instead support proposals to create a more welcoming Commonwealth.  

