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The Department of Homeland Security has not provided sufficient guidance or resources to implement the Special Registration program.  The Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition, PICC feels that the program has done little to protect national security, while contributing to a climate of fear and uncertainty for law-abiding visitors.  We join immigration advocates from around the country in urging the Department of Homeland Security to end the program.

Special Registration is a program for individuals from 24 predominately Muslim countries and North Korea to register with the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE), of the Department of Homeland Security.  Failure to register will result in detention, deportation or denial of permanent legal status.  The first call-in group from last year’s registrations, visitors from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan and Syria are required to re-register within 10 days before or after the one-year anniversary of their initial registration. 

 It has been reported that the local office of BICE has not registered individuals who sought to comply with re-registration requirements within stated time-frames.  If the program is to remain in place, PICC urges that the registration period for group one be extended to allow a full 20 day period in which these people can register, beginning November 25, 2003.  Further, PICC requests that the Department of Homeland Security send individual notices to all registrants prior to their re-registration date, instructing them about re-registration procedures.  In addition, we urge the Department to work with community groups and religious organization to inform the public about re-registration.  

