Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition 

PICC REAFFIRMS OPPOSITION TO THE REAL ID ACT

Statement of Regan Cooper
Executive Director, Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition
Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Contact:  Regan Cooper
215-832-0809
PHILADELPHIA -- The Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition continues to oppose the inclusion of the Real ID Act as part of the federal Emergency Supplemental Appropriations bill (H.R. 1268), which is intended to supply our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan and provide tsunami relief.  We urge Senators Specter and Santorum and all of our members of Congress to reject the Real ID Act and oppose a supplemental appropriations bill if it contains any aspect of the Real ID Act.

The Real ID Act makes major changes in our country’s immigration law.  It would force states to comply with new federal eligibility requirements for driver’s licenses, leading to expensive bureaucratic changes in many states, including Pennsylvania.   REAL ID will disband the driver’s license provisions that were just established by the Intelligence Reform Bill in December, which created a process whereby states, the federal government and other parties will work together to craft appropriate standards.  The bill would make many non-citizens, including long-time permanent residents, deportable if they had ever been a member of, gave humanitarian contributions to, or even spoke in support of any group later considered to be a terrorist organization.  
 If enacted, the bill would radically change U.S. asylum law.  Many refugees who have fled brutal human rights abuses - including torture, rape, and other horrific violence will be barred from receiving asylum under these provisions.  Women and children may be especially impacted, as those escaping female genital mutilation, honor killings, forced marriage, rape, sexual slavery, trafficking and recruitment as child soldiers already have a difficult time proving their claims, since their persecution often involve non -government actors and may be perpetrated in a private setting.  The bill would fundamentally alter the evidentiary standards for asylum claims and the burden of proof for asylum applicants.  Other proposed changes include a dramatic reduction in due process rights, eliminating habeas corpus, limiting judicial review and rights of appeal. 
These proposed changes to our laws have not been reviewed by the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Some may even be unconstitutional.  Proponents of the bill justify these changes under the rubric of securing our country from terrorists who allegedly are abusing the asylum system. That claim is not supported by the facts, as current law already bars applicants with false claims and those who present a security risk from being granted asylum.  
A Conference Committee is currently working on reconciling differences between the House and Senate versions of the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill.  The House included Real ID in its version of this legislation.  The Senate wisely rejected Real ID in its entirety.  The White House recently sent a letter urging members of the Conference Committee to include REAL ID, thus avoiding Senate consideration of the bill on its merits.  As the Conference Committee completes its work, we urge the members of that Committee, especially our own Senator Specter, keep the Real ID Act out of the final supplemental appropriations bill.  Such serious changes to our law require thoughtful consideration, and should not be strong-armed through the legislative process.
