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Advocates Call for Immigration Reform to Reunite Families

PHILADELPHIA – As part of a nationwide call to action, The Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition (PICC) will announce its support for federal comprehensive immigration reform at 11AM on Tuesday, May 4, 2004 at City Hall. 

On May 4,2004, Democratic leadership in Congress will introduce a comprehensive bill to provide a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and reunite immigrant families.  PICC believes that this bill recognizes the need for overall reform of current immigration law and sets forth principals that must be included in any bi-partisan legislation that Congress passes.

PICC supports the principals enunciated within this bill and encourages bi-partisan effort designed to fix our nation’s broken immigration system by accomplishing four inter-related objectives. :

1) Reunite families: Reduce the years of family separation caused by a backlogged bureaucracy and unduly restrictive laws; 

2) Reward work:  Give immigrants who are in the U.S., working hard, paying taxes, and learning English a chance to earn legal residency over time and to get on the path to citizenship; 

3) Respect workers: Reduce exploitation and downward wage pressures by creating a worker visa program that protects the wages and working conditions of U.S. workers and provides equal rights to immigrant workers admitted in the future to fill available jobs; and

4) Reduce illegal immigration: Devise fair and reasonable rules that are realistic and enforceable. Replace the current chaotic, deadly, and illegal flow of exploitable workers and desperate family members with an orderly, safe, and legal flow of workers with full labor rights and family members with legal immigrant visas.
Our immigration system is broken.  We need bi-partisan comprehensive reform that will reunite families, protect all workers, and provide a path to legal status.  The press conference will discuss key features of the proposed legislation, and feature presentations by immigrant leaders.  Representatives Brady and Fattah have been invited to speak.
PICC is a diverse coalition of community groups, service providers, mutual assistance associations, immigrant leaders, unions, faith communities, and concerned individuals. Our mission is to represent the needs of immigrants in Pennsylvania to policy makers, public officials, and the general public, developing support for fair policies that welcome and sustain new Americans.
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